his fight with Mr, Thomspon, and he claimed that no one was
disciplined for these fights (Tr. 21).

Mr. Dowdell alleged that miners were drinking beer on
the job and that nothing was done about it (Tr. 27). When
.asked why the safety committee was never apprised of the
alleged drinking and fighting, Mr. Dowdell" stated "most
union men that sees another fight don't just go out and tell ;
on. another union man" (Tr. 25), and "they're union men, the
safety men, and they see them fill it up, and see them drink
it.  Now who am I going to report it to?" (Tr. 29).

Mr. Dowdell asserted that he was assigned certain job
tasks which were not safe, including the shoveling of coal
on the belt slope (Tr. 32) and working in dust (Tr. 32-36).
However, he conceded that after complaints were made about
the shoveling on the belt slope, and the dust, the matters
were resolved and the conditions were corrected (Tr. 37).
He also confirmed that when he complained, he was assigned
to other work (Tr. 37).

Mr. Dowdell alluded to the fact that he was called into
the mine manager's office to discuss the matter of conversa-
tion over the mine phone, including the use of profanity
(Tr. 43-44).  He claimed that mine foreman Sikora accused
him of speaking over the phones and that he threatened to
fire him over the matter (Tr. 45-46),  He also alluded to
the fact that shift foreman Cristini has also threatened to
fire him over the conversation on the mine phones (Tr. 47).
He also alluded to an incident concerning the removal of a
scoop from the mine, and Mr. Dowdell believed that the pro-
cedures used by Mr. Cristini for removing the scoop were
unsafe (Tr. 48-54). -Mr. Dowdell alluded to instances when
he was taken, off different job tasks, and assigned to others,
and while he believed that this was improper, he never filed
any grievances (Tr. 69).

On cross-examination, Mr. Dowdell confirmed that he
fought with Mr. Thompson and struck him in the face.  How-
ever, he asserted that Mr. Thompson had a knife and that he
was simply defending himself,  and that the fight took place
on State highway No. 9 (Tr. 72-76).  Mr. Dowdell also men-
tioned some previous fights among miners which he claimed
took place underground, and he also claimed that he had com-
plained about some bad brakes on a shuttle car.  He claimed
that he complained to the safety committee about the brakes,
and as a result of his complaints, he was taken off the
shuttle car and someone else was assigned that task (Tr. 78).
He also claimed that he had complained to a Federal inspec-
tor, and he confirmed that the brake calipers were repaired
and that no citations were issued (Tr. 80-81) .

1653hey originally would have been given (or compar-
